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and that union between England and Scotland was now within
his grasp.   On January 4, 1543, he wrote to the Scots Council.

xvi.To THE COUNCIL OF SCOTLAND

We greet you well.   Letting you wit that we have received
your letters dated at Edinburgh the aoth of December, containing
your determination for such punishment of those malefactors that
murdered our herald, as may be to the world the purgation of
your innocency for the same, and moreover the death of your late
master our nephew, whose soul God pardon, with your suit and
desire to send ambassadors unto us for the appointment of great
matters as ye write, such as might tend to the wealth of that
realm and the surety of our said nephew's daughter, which he
hath left in very tender age, and further a request for an abstin-
ence of six months as in your said letters is contained.   For
answer whereunto, you shall understand that in doing that ye
intend for your purgation to the world of that detestable act in
the murder of our herald, ye shall show for so much to have
regard and respect to your own reputation : And as touching the
death of our nephew in this time of enmity, whatsoever our
worldly quarrel was towards him and that realm, we cannot for
our natural conjunction and proximity of blood but be sorry for
his death, and love the daughter he hath left, being our proniece,
as kindred should of congruence require us to do, which we
intend so to declare both to you and the world as we shall dis-
charge our honour in that behalf.   Wherein if you show that
towardness in deeds, whereunto wisdom and her wealth ought
to persuade you, conforming yourself to the mind and opinion
of those that earnestly mind the wealth of both these realms, it
shall shortly appear, without tract and delay of time unfruitfully
consumed in the ceremony of ambassades, that we both love our
said proniece, the wealth of that realm, and hate no one of you
further than your particular practises and doings shall deserve*
In which matter we, upon humble suit of such as were here
prisoners with us, were content to hear such overtures as they
for the wealth of the realm made unto us, who with our licence^
upon hostages and pledges given, repair now unto you.   Where-